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Moscow Biennale
The Garage, Moscow
25 September-25 October
www.3rd.moscowbiennale.
ru/en

Moscow’s third biennale
of contemporary art is
tied, for the first time,

to one venue, Dasha Zhukova’s
vast Garage Center for
Contemporary Culture, under
one curator, Frenchman Jean-
Hubert Martin. He has chosen
“Against Exclusion” as the
overarching theme of the core
exhibition, a title he sees as
encompassing a number of
aspects. “One of the references
in the background of this title is
certainly the issue of civil rights
in Russia, the way individual
freedom is treated,” Martin told
The Art Newspaper. “Of course
that is not a point that is
addressed by most of the artists
in the exhibition, but it is behind
the exhibition as a whole.” The
title also refers to the breadth of
countries represented in the
biennale: “In Moscow in the last
ten or 15 years there have been a
number of exhibitions showing
European or North American
art, but very little coming from
South America, Africa or Asia,
with probably a few exceptions
for the Chinese because they’re
fashionable,” Martin said.
“Most of my colleagues show
artists that are in the network of
galleries and museums and have
more or less accepted the mould
of modernist and postmodernist
work. My understanding of art is
much wider—I want to also
include artists working for their
communities, for example
Aboriginal Australians who are
not usually included in the net-
work of high art.” Martin was
the curator of the renowned
“Magiciens de la Terre” exhibi-
tion at the Centre Pompidou,
Paris, in 1989, which brought

artists from marginalised areas
of the world to the fore. He also
said that he wants to include
older artists in “Against
Exclusion” rather than just focus-
ing on emerging artists, as the
two previous biennales did, and
that he is against any type of aes-
thetic exclusion.
It will be interesting to see

how the city of Moscow reacts to
such an influx, but Martin feels
confident that at the very least, it
will spark debate. “It’s difficult
to say beforehand how well an
exhibition will be taken, but I
have nothing against creating a
discussion—it is always very
positive in terms of culture,” he
told us. Some of the works will

directly address the question of
politics in the title, with Flemish
artist Koen Vanmechelen show-
ing an installation of chickens
from various countries that have
been crossbred to create hybrids,
“physical examples of how racial
purity is a fantasy that doesn’t
exist”, Martin told us. Chinese
artist Huang Yong Ping is also
showing work with animal
hybrids that explores similar
ideas but is also “a metaphor
about violence and war”, said
Martin. Works incorporating ani-
mals seems to be a thread that
runs through the show, whether
intentional or not, continuing
into the pieces commissioned
specifically for the biennial.

There are around 15 of these,
including French artist Céleste
Boursier-Mougenot’s installation
of birds under a net that are
enticed to “play” electric guitars,
with a special program loaded to
interpret the sounds. “It makes a
very particular, strange music,”
said Martin.
Martin is not directly

involved with the expansive
guest programme and special
projects, which were mostly pro-
grammed by the biennale com-
missioner, Joseph Backstein. “I
think we were very liberal
because there will be an enor-
mous number of annexed exhi-
bitions next to the Garage,” said
Martin. He also said that, com-
pared with the previous two
years, there will be a much
greater proportion of Russian
artists in the main exhibition,
with 12 invited to take part who
he believes need to be better
known on an international level.
He sees it as important that they
are visible in the large Garage
show as opposed to just in the
peripheral events. “Foreign
visitors who sometimes come for
a very short time don’t have the
chance to visit all the annexed
exhibitions, they concentrate on
the main show,” he said.
Rosie Spencer

Moscow Biennale takes inclusive approach
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Huang Yong Ping, Le Pont (Bridge), 1993-95, on show at this year’s Moscow Biennale

“Against Exclusion” theme sees greater emphasis on South American, Asian, African, Aboriginal and older artists

Gwangju Design Biennale

Musée du Quai Branly,
Paris
22 September-22 November
www.quaibranly.fr

The second Photoquai biennial
of non-western photography
has been organised by Iranian
curator Anahita Ghabaian-
Ettehadieh. The event, held on
the embankment of the Seine

opposite the Quai Branly muse-
um, includes 50 contemporary
photographers from around the
world. Within the museum
there will also be displays of
Iranian photography from the
19th century to today. Above,
Daniela Edburg, Mexique—
Titre de l’oeuvre: Death by
Sugar Cotton, 2009. R.S.

Photoquai

Various venues
18 September-4 November
www.gwangju-biennale.org

The third edition of the
Gwangju Design Biennale,
“The Clue”, looks at the
design aspects of “clothing,
eating (right), living, enlight-
ening and enjoying”. Each of
these five areas has its own
exhibition, exploring local
design traditions within an
international context.
Participants of the biennale
include Japanese fashion
designer Issey Miyake,
Korean filmmaker Kim Ki-
duk and Iran-born architect

Mohsen Mostafavi, dean of
the Harvard Graduate School
of Design. R.S.

Artists in the Moscow Biennale
Marina Abramovic • AES+F • Aji V.N. •
Yuri Albert • Ghada Amer • El Anatsui •
Yoshita Azuma • José Bedia • Michel Blazy
• Blue Noses • Céleste Boursier-Mougenot
• Alexander Brodsky • Frédéric Bruly
Bouabré • Berlinde de Bruyckere • Chéri
Chérin • Sheba Chhachhi • Ivan Chuikov •
Tony Cragg • Wim Delvoye • Braco
Dimitrijevic • Atul Dodiya • Anita Dube •
Gloria Friedmann • Dmitry Gutov • Fiona
Hall • Aspassio Haronitaki • Romuald
Hazoumé • Leni Hoffmann • Huang Yong

Ping • Jean-Olivier Hucleux • Alfredo Jaar
• Anish Kapoor • William Kentridge •
Kimsooja • Valery Koshlyakov • Agatoak
Kowspi • Juul Kraijer • Samuel Kane Kwei
• Jean-Jacques Lebel • Alexander Lobanov
• Heinz Mack • Esther Mahlangu •
Djambawa Marawili • Christian Marclay •
Erina Matsui • Annette Messager • Vik
Muniz • Doreen Reid Nakamarra • Anatoly
Osmolovsky • Mike Parr • Pavel
Pepperstein • Julius Popp • Markus Raetz
• Ravinder G Reddy • Reynold Reynolds •

Claude Rutault • Chéri Samba • Conrad
Shawcross • Chiharu Shiota • Yinka
Shonibare • Jason Shulman • Roman
Signer • Haim Sokol • Gerda Steiner &
Jörg Lenzlinger • Sun Yuan & Peng Yu •
Wolfgang Tillmans • Cyprien Tokoudagba
• Dmitry Tsvetkov • Tunga • Spencer
Tunick • Koen Vanmechelen • Stanislav
Volyazlovsky • Regina Pilawuk Wilson •
Nawurapu Wunungmurra • Erwin Wurm •
Soichi Yamaguchi • Yang Jiechang •
Afghan Carpets
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Luc Tuymans: Against the Day

Baibakov Art Projects,
Moscow
25 September-8 November
www.baibakovartprojects.
com

The first major showing in
Russia of Belgian painter Luc
Tuymans (see interview p38)
coincides with the Moscow
Biennale, as well as his first US
retrospective opening at the
Wexner Centre for the Arts,
Columbus, on 17 September.
“Against the Day” takes its title
from US writer Thomas
Pynchon’s 2006 novel. It is the
fourth in a recent series of exhi-

bitions that Tuymans sees as
critiques of utopian ideals.
Among the 20 paintings are
Against the Day, 2008 (above).
Rosie Spencer

©
Da

ni
el

a
Ed

bu
rg

Flower Pancake, 2007, from
the “Eating” exhibition
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